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FONS BURGER

This book is dedicated to my children, grandchildren and their descendants.
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2125 - THE HIBERNATOR

It's the year 2125. Max Bloemendaal awakens after a hundred years from the Coma 
Superviviente — an articbial higernation that grin,s him gabk: garely older: into a bom-
pletely bhan,ed world. He disbovers that after a disastrous bentury of wars: blimate brises 
and pandemibs: humanity has found a future no one bould have ima,ined. Max resumes 
the searbh he was forbed to agandon a bentury earlier? who was gehind the disappearanbe 
of his wife: the physibist and abtivist Felibe Ribbi(

Fons Bur,er 91)52D is a jutbh zournalist: writer: musibian: and bultural entrepreneur. 
Throu,hout his bareer he has bomgined investi,ative zournalism: abtivism and breative 
entrepreneurship.

He served as editor-in-bhief for leadin, ma,aWines and produbed dobumentaries for 
jutbh television and the BBC. As a bultural entrepreneur: he breated several in3uential 
venues in Europe's live musib sbene and alter founded puglishin, platforms devoted to 
lon,-term thinkin, and re,enerative bhan,e.

Bur,er is the jutbh author of several novels: thrillers and essays on sobial transforma-
tion. :ith 2125, The Hibernator, he bontinues a lifelon, exploration of the intersebtion 
getween sobiety: sustainagility: and ima,ination — searbhin, for ways humanity ban 
live in galanbe with nature and eabh other. Set a,ainst a gabkdrop of mystery: love: and 
suspense: the novel bomginers a ,rippin, plot with a visionary look at our shared future.

fonsgur,er.bom
2125.world
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Chapter 1

A  bitter acid sensation sets hre to ,is nosem uo.t, and t,roatH ke t,ings ,e is 
s.pocatinfm fasIs lor airH xt leeys as il t,e owvfen ,e breat,es inm ToSs straif,t to 

,is brainH As il ,is SindIiIe is connected directyv to t,e byood Messeys in ,is frev uatterH 
j,e b.rninf Iain uiwes Sit, t,e e.I,oric leeyinf t,at too u.c, owvfen ca.sesH

-ouet,inf is uoMinf aboMe ,is ,eadH kis eves are stiyy cyosedm b.t t,ere is so u.c, yif,t 
t,at ,e can IerceiMe t,e o.tyines ol t,at souet,infH qaw leeys ,is uo.t, beinf I.s,ed 
oIen bv souet,inf soltm Iressinf into ,is zaSH -ouet,inf soyid is noS attac,ed to itm uag'
inf a s.cginfm sy.rIinf so.ndH Anot,er ,ard obzectm syif,tyv t,inner and Iointierm enters 
betSeen ,is teet, and a yi’.id s.ddenyv s’.irts t,ro.f, ,is uo.t,H xt leeys deyicio.syv 
lres, and ,as a taste ,e recofniBesH ke can4t t,ing ol t,e Sordm reayiBes t,at ayuost no 
Sords coue to uindH j,ere is t,e iuafe ol a ro.nd S,ite obzectm b.t ,e isn2t s.re il t,at is 
a Irozectionm o.tsidem aboMe ,ium in lront ol ,is cyosed evesm or il it is an indistinct t,o.f,t 
Toatinf aro.nd in ,is ,eadH

j,ere2s a so.ndH k.uuinfH 1eca.se ,e ayso leeys souet,inf Mibratinf in ,is bodvm ,e 
reayiBes t,at ,e uif,t be t,e one uaginf t,at so.ndH ke enzovs bot, t,e cooyinf yi’.id in 
,is uo.t, and t,e Mibrations leyt soueS,ere ,aylSav doSn ,is bodvH

At once it is darg in lront ol ,is evesm an .nIyeasant s,adoS ,anfinf oMer ,iuH ke 
,ears b.bbyinf and ,.uuinf eMervS,ere aro.nd ,iuH xt leeys as il ,e is .nderSater and 
soueone is trvinf to tayg to ,iuH 1.t cyose to ,is ear ,e ayso ,ears a beeIm a constant r,vt,u 
reMerberatinf into t,e sIace aro.nd ,iuH j,en t,ere is a Mioyentm ,eaMv cyatter t,at ,e ayso 
Maf.eyv recofniBesH ke searc,es afain lor t,e Sord t,at foes Sit, itm tries to t,ing ol S,ere 
,e ,as ,eard it beloreH
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LeIIeruint coues to uindm b.t nom t,at4s t,e Sord ,e Sas yooginf lor z.st beloreH j,e 
taste ol IeIIeruintH 1v noS t,e rinsinf in ,is uo.t, ,as stoIIed and t,e yeltoMer T.id 
is beinf s.cged o.tH j,e bitter taste ret.rns syoSyv b.t Seagerm solterm uore bearabyeH

ke noS ,ears t,e so.nd couinf lrou ayy sidesH !.st belore ,e starts to syide bacg into 
t,e intenseyv byacg dargness ,e ,ad coue lroum t,e Sord coues to ,iuW AIIya.sem t,e 
cyatter ,e ,eard a uouent afom Sas aIIya.seH

OMervt,inf foes byacg afainH
?aterm S,en t,e yif,t ret.rnsm ,e Sonders ,oS yonf ,e ,as been o.tH An ayuost lauiyiar 

scent reac,es ,iuH ke can sueyyD j,e beeIinf is stiyy t,erem or t,ere afainm b.t t,e yif,t 
s,ininf t,ro.f, ,is eveyids is diperentH ?ess Iiercinfm yige t,e air ,e breat,esm ,e needs 
uore ol t,at noSH …,ere au x& ,e Sants to asgH 1.t S,en ,e triesm ,e hnds t,at ,e 
can4tH A so.nd does coue o.t ol ,is t,roat b.t it2s no uore t,an a soltm toneyess f.rfyeH 
qanv t,o.f,ts s,oot t,ro.f, ,is ,eadH ke notices ,is breat, ,itc,inf and ,e ayso leeys 
souet,inf noSm souet,inf at a distancem souet,inf t,at soue,oS ayso beyonfs to ,iuH

An oIIressiMe leeyinfH A uouent yaterm ,e reayiBes t,at it4s inside ol ,iuH
xn uv bodvm ,e t,ings and tries to I.s, t,e ot,er t,o.f,ts aSavH ke tries to t,ing ol 

S,at t,at bodv yoogs yigeH kis ,eadm t,e ears t,at ,ear a beeIinfm ,is uo.t,m S,ic, noS 
,as onyv a laint taste ol bitter acid yelt in itH

j,at oIIressiMe leeyinf u.st be ,is stouac,H ke can4t leey ,is yefsH :r ,is arusH 1.t 
Saitm ,is aru is noS beinf Iicged .I bv t,e Srist and ,e leeys souet,inf or soueone 
s’.eeBinf itH Ondyess t,o.f,ts s,oot t,ro.f, ,is ,ead afainH …,v didn4t ,e ,ear anvone 
coue in z.st noS& …,v can4t ,e oIen ,is eves& …,v can4t ,e sIeag& …,ere2s t,e leeyinf 
in ,is yefs&

Faunm ,e tries to savm b.t t,e onyv t,inf couinf o.t ol ,is uo.t, is t,at laint f.rfyeH
UGU

j,e onyv Sav ,e can deteruine t,at ,e4s in a roou is bv t,e yif,t and s,adoSs beca.se 
eMervt,inf is S,ite b.t in diperent s,adesH ke sees a yarfem brif,t lrauem a SindoSm it4s 
davtiueH xt u.st be a ,osIitay bed beca.se t,ere4s a ,andye aboMe ,is ,ead to I.yy ,iuseyl 
.IH A yot is foinf on aro.nd ,iuH -oueone is sittinf in a c,air at t,e end ol ,is bedm b.t 
it isn4t a ref.yar c,airm t,ere are ,oses and cords yeadinf to or lrou itm ,e ,as no idea S,at 
or S,o it isH
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-oueone eyse is sittinf newt to ,iuH ke recofniBes t,e Moicem it4s lauiyiarH xt4s Irobabyv 
,is ref.yar doctor or n.rse beca.se ,e constantyv Sants to gnoS ,oS ,e is doinfm il ,e 
leeys Iain anvS,erem S,at t,e epect is ol t,e Iiyys beinf led to ,iuH

And S,at ,e seesH
x can4t see diddyv's’.atm ,e savsm ,is Moice stiyy so.ndinf ,oarse b.t fettinf better t,e 

yast leS davsH
Fiddyv S,at& asgs t,e Moicem S,at do vo. uean qaw&
qawm ,e u.ru.rsH ;es qawH x au qawH
;esm qaw YyoSerdavH jeyy ue S,at vo. seeH
OMervt,inf is l.BBvm Merv l.BBvH ?ige x need fyassesH 7erv stronf onesH Fo x ,aMe fyasses&
ke leeys a Mast tiredness oMerS,eyu ,ium cyoses ,is eves and sings into t,e byacgnessH 

j,e yast t,inf ,e ,ears is t,e uan savinf t,at ayy fyassesm ewceIt s.nfyasses Ier,aIsm are Merv 
oyd'las,ionedH

ke yoMes dargness and syeeIH ke diMes into t,eu and tages s,eyter t,ere lor as yonf as 
,e can beca.se S,en ,e is aSagem eMervt,inf tages eportH 1.t il ,e diMes in too deeIyvm 
ayy sorts ol IeoIye coue to ,iu afainm iuafesm sit.ationsm eMents t,at uostyv z.st conl.se 
,iuH ke gnoSs t,e IeoIyem b.t ,e can4t reueuber t,eir nauesm or S,at t,ev uean to ,iuH 
A neif,borm a c,iydm a Iarentm an ac’.aintance& ke doesn4t gnoSH xn ,is dreaum t,o.f,m 
,e s.ddenyv sees t,e uan sittinf at t,e end ol ,is bed Merv cyearyvH ke2s a vo.nf uanm 
yooginf s.yyen and b.siyv sSearinfm couIyaininf t,at ayy ,is byood is beinf s.cged o.t ol 
,iuH j,en ,e leeys souebodv s,aginf ,ium t,e uan stiyy sittinf newt to ,iu teyyinf ,iu 
,e u.st stav aSageH

xt Siyy tage soue tiuem ,e savsm it4s in vo.r byood and fyands b.t don4t Sorrvm it isn2t Merv 
couIyicated t,ese davsm ,e ,ears ,iu savH

Foesn4t ,e reueuber ,aMinf an iyyness& …asn4t it Merv bad& 1ad as in ,oIeyess& ke ,ates 
t,at daun ueuorv ol ,ism it4s a u.ddye and t,e ,arder ,e triesm t,e uore ayy t,e t,o.f,ts 
byend tofet,erH

ke lorces ,iuseyl to t,ingm ,e needs cyaritvH -o ,e2s in a ,osIitaym ,as a serio.s iyyness 
t,at s.ddenyv isn4t ayy t,at serio.s anvuoreH -oueone is constantyv at ,is bedsideH And 
t,ere4s a fr.ubyinf vo.nf uan bv t,e loot ol ,is bedm connected to ,iu Mia ,oses and 
cordsH

…,o is sittinf t,ere in t,at c,air& ,e asgsH j,at4s -iuonH -iuon YyoSerdavm coues t,e 
reIyvH
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qaw reueubers t,at s.rnaueH ;esm ol co.rsem ,e z.st ,eard itH j,at4s ,is nauem tooH
A reyatiMe ol uine&
j,e roou reuains siyent lor a S,iyeH A co.f,m a sif,m soueone seeus to be doinf soue 

serio.s t,inginfH
ke4s vo.r frandc,iyd or act.ayyv vo.r freat'freat'frandc,iydH :gavm savs qawH …,at4s 

,e doinf t,ere& …,v is ,e fr.ubyinf so u.c,& xt4s a bit couIyicated to ewIyain ayy ol t,at 
noSm Se4re borroSinf ,is byood to uage vo.rs betterH

xt4s ’.ite ew,a.stinf lor ,ium tages a yot ol enerfvH
j,en t,e lauiyv reyations,iI ,its ,iuH
6reat'freat'frandc,iyd& ke Sonders lor a uouentH A frandc,iyd is a c,iyd ol vo.r 

son or da.f,terH j,ev t,en ,aMe a c,iyd and t,at is a freat'frandc,iydm ,e recayysH 1.t a 
freat'freat'frandc,iyd& Yo.r fenerations on&

x Siyy ewIyain t,at to vo. as Seyym qawH
j,at So.yd uage ue Merv oydH
7erv oydm qawH

UGU
j,e uac,ine into S,ic, ,e u.st I.t ,is ,ead uages ,iu anwio.s8 t,e yi’.id t,at is 

sIraved into ,is eves ,.rtsH A Moice asgs il ,e leeys anvt,infm and S,en qaw c.rsesm t,e 
Moice savs t,e anest,etic Siyy tage epect soonH

kis eveyids are a.touaticayyv ca.f,t in soue gind ol cyauI and ,eyd oIenH ke2s 
instr.cted to geeI ,is eves stiyy and to loc.s on a brif,t yif,t t,at ,as sIr.nf .I in lront ol 
,iuH ke sees a s,arI obzect couinf toSards ,is eve and as it enters ,is lroBen faBem ,ears 
a sy.rIinf so.ndH

j,en coues tiue lor ,is ot,er eve4s Iroced.rem S,ic, foes uore suoot,yv beca.se t,e 
anest,etic ,as ,ad uore tiue to tage epectH

j,e robotic arus bareyv uage a so.nd and in yess t,an a uin.te ,e ,ears t,e Moice savW 
readvD

JoS ,e can sit .I straif,tH ke yoogs aro.ndm startyedH j,e Maf.e o.tyines ,e ,as so 
lar obserMed lrou ,is bedm t,e tabyem c,airsm t,e b.nc, ol ToSers and soue l.BBv Iosters 
on t,e Sayym are s.ddenyv ayy raBor's,arIH j,e MieS tages ,is breat, aSavH -ouet,inf is 
Irozected on t,e Sayy and t,e oI,t,ayuoyofist asgs qaw to teyy ,iu S,ic, yetters ,e 
seesH qaw t,ingsH ?ettersm Sordsm tewtm ,e isn2t ’.ite t,ere vetH ke sees t,e hf.res s,arIyvm 
recofniBes s,aIesm b.t can4t naue t,euH
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Ler,aIs souet,inf ,as fone SronfH 9an4t vo. read anvuore& t,e oI,t,ayuoyofist 
asgs gindyvH

x don4t gnoSm savs qawH Ayy ol t,is z.st doesn4t uean anvt,inf to ue rif,t noSH
j,e uan s,r.fsH
x4yy z.st test t,e Irozectionm ,e savs and Iresses a leS b.ttonsH -oue icons s.ddenyv Tas, 

on in qaw4s heyd ol MisionH j,ev startye ,ium esIeciayyv beca.se S,en ,e t.rns ,is ,eadm 
t,e icons reuain in lront ol ,ium at t,e saue sIotm no uatter S,ic, Sav ,e yoogsH

…,at t,e ,eyym ,e savs anfriyvH j,ere2s souet,inf in uv evesm ,e ewcyaiusH …,at ,aMe 
vo. done&

-o S,at do vo. see&
A b.nc, ol freen hf.resm ,e savs anfriyvH
Oasvm easvm t,e oI,t,ayuoyofist savs ,astiyv and Iresses a b.ttonH JoS t,ev4re fonem 

aren4t t,ev& x4yy deactiMate t,is leat.re lor noSH
…it,o.t anot,er Sordm t,e oI,t,ayuoyofist drafs t,e uac,ine o.t be,ind ,iu and 

yeaMes qaw4s roouH 1elore t,e door can syau s,.tm soueone I.s,es it oIen afainm tSo 
uen enterH qaw is st.nned8 ,e noS sees eMervt,inf Sit, raBor's,arI cyaritvH

…eyym qawm is t,is a food tiue& x ,oIe it Sasn4t too bad& j,ev inserted artyenti into 
vo.r evesH ;o.r nat.ray yenses ,aMe been reIyacedm so to sIeagm bv betterm u.ytil.nctionay 
onesH ;o.4yy fet .sed to t,eu in a leS davsH

qaw recofniBes t,e MoiceH j,e uan ,ad introd.ced ,iuseyl earyier as Foctor !an Frentm 
,is Iersonay beacon auidst ayy t,is insanitvH -tandinf newt to Frent is a vo.nf uan 
Sit, darg sginm bif freen eves and a tif,t zaSyineH ke Sears a S,ite coat and souet,inf 
indehnabye ,anfs aro.nd ,is necgH

!an Frentm qaw ewcyaiusm x can see vo.D x can see vo.m uanD …,at a uiracyeH
!an suiyes laintyvH ke Ioints to t,e vo.nf uan standinf diafonayyv be,ind ,iuH 9.'

rio.syvm t,is Ierson yoogs Maf.eyv lauiyiar to qawH
-o ,ere ,e ism savs !anH ;o.r freat'freat'frandson -iuonH -iuon t,is is qawm qaw t,is 

is -iuonH
qaw suiyes as gindyv as ,e canm b.t ,e sees t,at it doesn4t coue acrossH xnstinctiMeyvm ,e 

reac,es o.t ,is ,and to s,age -iuon4sH -iuon is startyedm yoogs conl.sed and I.ts ,is ,and 
on ,is ,eartH ke nods ,is ,ead fentyvH

:,m qaw z.st savs and SaMes ,is o.tstretc,ed ,and a yittyeH ke tries to stand .I b.t onyv 
Iartiayyv s.cceedsH ke I.yys ,is yefs .I and becgons -iuon cyoserH
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-iuonm qaw u.ttersH ;o.4re reyated to ue& ka ,am au x vo.r frandlat,erm or vo.r 
freat'freat'frandlat,er eMen&

-iuon Tinc,es a yittye beca.se ol t,e ya.f, t,at aIIarentyv so.nds rat,er sinisterH qaw 
t,ings ,e sees aMersion in ,is evesH

Vnderstandabyem since ,e yooged at ,iuseyl in t,e uirror t,is uorninfW ,is sgin yoogs 
stranfem ,is baydm Sringyed ,ead reseubyes a fiantm s,riMeyed seed IotatoH j,ere are tSo 
bafs .nder ,is evesm sIacio.s eno.f, to ,oyd a Iifeon effH

;esm food alternoonm -iuon savs IoyiteyvH Are vo. leeyinf better vet& Ayy t,ree ol t,eu 
c,.cgye as t,ev reayiBe t,e triMiayitv ol t,e ’.estionH

qaw doesn4t ansSerH ke4s s.ddenyv Merv tired and yets ,iuseyl layy bacg afainst t,e 
syoIinf .IIer Iart ol t,e bedH ke yoogs intentyv at ,is tSo MisitorsH kas ,e seen t,is 
-iuon belore or does ,e yoog reuargabyv yige soueone ,e .sed to gnoS& ke ,as started 
diMidinf ,is ueuorv into circyes Sit, a Iost in t,e uiddyeH :ne Iost lor IeoIyem one lor 
t,e s.rro.ndinfsm one lor eMentsm one lor lacts and one lor uisceyyaneo.sH 9yoser to t,e 
Iostm t,e ueuories are cyearer t,an t,ose at t,e edfe ol t,e circyeH j,is -iuon beyonfed 
in t,e lauiyv circyem cyose to t,e centerH Foes ,e reseubye ,is son& Fid ,e ,aMe a son&

x4u qaw YyoSerdavm savs qawH xt4s souet,inf ol a uantra t,at ,e yearnedH Frent ,ad 
said it to ,iu oMer and oMer afain alter ,e ,ad asgedW …,o au x&

;o. are qaw YyoSerdavm !an said t,enH
-ince t,enm ,e ,as been savinf it E3 tiues a dav and ,e seeus to be fettinf .sed to t,e 

nauem ayt,o.f, it uif,t z.st be a naue IeoIye ,aMe fiMen ,ium ,e doesn4t ,aMe a cy.eH 1.t 
t,en -iuon savsW j,at4s ayso uv nauem YyoSerdavm -iuon YyoSerdavH

UGU
A firy in tif,t S,ite oMerayys ,as z.st I.t a Iyate Sit, a s,invm siyMer dis, coMer in lront 

ol ,iuH qaw sees ,iuseyl in itm distorted as il in a l.n,o.se uirrorH Vnderneat, it is ,is 
y.nc,m ,e gnoSsH

xn t,e Iast leS davsm ,e ,as been seeinf iuafes ol a yarfe Iiece ol tenderm Arfentinian 
beel yvinf on a Seyy'yit barbec.e in ,is uind4s eveH A bea.til.ym crisIvm ayuost byacgened 
ewteriorm t,e yi’.id siBByinf o.t S,en Ioged Sit, a lorgH ke can ayuost recayy t,e TaMorH

Fon4t vo. Sant to Satc,& t,e firy asgs Sit, a Iracticed suiyeH -,e is neS to t,e Sardm 
or ,e ,as been uoMed lrou anot,er Sardm ,e can4t ’.ite recayy S,ic,H -,e Sants to tage 
t,e yid op ,is Iyatem b.t ,e frabs ,er bv t,e aruH

j,e firy yoogs startyed at t,e hnfers aro.nd ,er Srist and I.yys ,er aru bacg ro.f,yvH

Q
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…ait z.st a uouentm savs qawm x2u iuafininf t,ere is an Arfentine 4bile de youo4 
.nderneat,m lres, lrou t,e barbec.eH ke cyoses ,is eves and leeys ,is uo.t, start to SaterH 
…,en ,e oIens ,is eves afainm ,e sees t,e I.BByeuent in t,e firy4s evesH

Fon4t teyy ue vo. don4t gnoS S,at beel ism savs qawm addinf ayuost IyeadinfyvW IyeaseH
ka,m ol co.rse x gnoS S,at beel ism s,e savsm alter recoMerinf lrou ,is to.c,H
qaw is reyieMed and asgs il s,e can arranfe a bif steag lor ,iu one ol t,ese davsH
A stage in S,at& s,e asgsH 9onl.sion s.ddenyv reifnsH
1.t alter ayy uis.nderstandinfs are resoyMed Sit, soue fiffyesm s,e savs t,at ueat is not 

reayyv on t,e uen. in t,is ,osIitaym or in anv ,osIitay lor t,at uatterH And ueat couinf 
lrou Arfentinam Seyym s,e certainyv neMer ,eard ol s.c, a t,infH

A suayy Iiece ol beel So.yd cost as u.c, as R33 credsm s,e addsH …av too ewIensiMe lor 
ueH

qaw yoogs disaIIointed b.t ayso uanafes a s,v ya.f, at ,is oSn ewIenseH ke ,as no 
idea ,oS u.c, R33 creds is b.t s.reyv ,e So.yd be Siyyinf to fiMe it .I lor a bile de youoH

Alter t,e firy reuoMes t,e coMer and yeaMes t,e rooum qaw sif,s deeIyv afainH ke sees a 
c.I ol brot, and a deeI Iyate Sit, uiwed Mefetabyes byended into a u.s, Sit, soue yarfe 
u.s,roous on toIH j,ere4s ayso a suayy boSy Sit, a veyyoSis, gind ol c.stardH ke siIs 
lrou t,e ,ot brot, carel.yyvH xt ,as a stranfe taste and an eMen stranfer sueyym b.t bv t,e 
second and t,ird sIoonl.y ,e sSayyoSsm ,e coues to aIIreciate t,e tasteH

?ooginf at t,e travm a Maf.e ueuorv ol ,osIitay lood s.ddenyv coues to ,iuH
YoodSisem ,osIitays ,aMen4t iuIroMed u.c,m x uif,t eMen start yonfinf bacg to t,e syoI 

t,ev .sed to serMe in t,e oyd davsm ,e fr.ubyesH
j,ere is no one in t,e roou to ,ear ,is couIyaintsH
A leS uin.tes yaterm Foctor Frent is in ,is roouH ke freets ,iu Saruyv Sit, ,is ,and 

on ,is c,est and sits doSn on a c,air newt to qaw4s bedH
x ,ear vo. ,aMe couIyaints abo.t t,e loodm savs FrentH
qaw yoogs at ,iu in s.rIriseH ke gnoSs ,e ,asn4t couIyained to t,e gitc,en firym ,e 

did no uore t,an zoge abo.t steag a bitH
;o. said ,osIitay lood ,asn4t iuIroMed u.c,m Frent savs to cyarilvH
qaw yoogs aro.nd startyedH Are t,ev sIvinf on ,iu& kis eves scan t,e roouH j,e suayym 

ro.nd obzects ,e noticed belore in t,e ceiyinf cornersm ,e noS reayiBes S,at t,ev areH 
9oue to t,ing ol itm t,e uirror is ayso consIic.o.syv intefrated into t,e SayyH
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Joruayyvm IeoIye sifn o.r terus and conditions .Ion arriMaym Frent savsm b.t in vo.r 
case t,at Sas a bit diIc.ytm fiMen t,e state vo. Sere inH

Frent suiyes a yittye aSgSardyv and starts ewIyaininf t,at t,ere reayyv isn4t anvone S,o2s 
Satc,inf ,iu ayy davH

…,at Se do ,aMe are cauera iuafes and a couI.ter t,at is constantyv anayvBinf 
S,et,er vo.4re ogavm S,et,er vo. need souet,inf orm as ,aIIened noSm uage couuentsH 
1eca.se Se Sant to geeI an ewtra cyose eve on t,infs in vo.r casem it4s set to a rat,er ,if, 
yeMey ol sensitiMitvH Frent suiyes afainm a bit s,eeIis,yv noSH

j,ere is a IriMate uode t,o.f,H Ayy vo. ,aMe to do is asg lor itm ,e savsH !.st sav 4cauera 
op4H j,at Siyy t.rn t,e svsteu op and no one Siyy be abye to see or ,ear vo.H xt So.yd be 
better il vo. don4t do t,at too olten beca.se t,e Irofrau ayerts .s il vo. becoue .nSeyyH 
:r il souet,inf interestinf ,aIIens to S,ic, Se ,aMe to reactH

?ige uv couIyaininfm qaw u.ttersH
;o.r couuent abo.t t,e oyd davsm savs FrentH And S,at vo. said abo.t t,e bile de 

,ouoH ka ,am it so.nds yige vo. ayy .sed to eat ,.uan ueatH …,at reayyv uatters to ue 
is t,at obMio.syv vo.2re startinf to reueuber t,infsH j,infs t,at ,aIIened a ,.ndred 
vears or uore afoH j,at4s food neSsm qawH

?ouom qaw t,ingsm yoinsm indeed ,e reayiBes t,is is a ueuorvH 1.t t,en t,e n.uber ,its 
,iuH

A ,.ndred vearsHHH ,e savs ,esitantyvH And t,en ,e asgsW a ,.ndred vears&
;es qawm vo. sIent a ,.ndred vears in a couaH
1.t t,at4s iuIossibyem qaw ewcyaiusH Pif,t& j,at4s iuIossibyem isn4t it& -av it4s iuIos'

sibyeH
Frent I.ts ,is ,and on qaw4s aruH ke yoogs at ,iu intentyvm searc,inf lor SordsH
A ,.ndred vears afom t,ere Sas an ewIeriuentay cyinic in qewico t,at I.t IeoIye in a 

coua and co.yd stoI t,e afeinf Irocess couIyeteyv Sit, d.bio.s uet,odsm Frent savsH 
A gind ol roou'teuIerat.re crvoniBationH An ewtreueyv yonf ,ibernationH

qaw4s zaS droIsm yiterayyv and hf.ratiMeyvm ,e s.cgs in air and ,oyds ,is breat,H ke 
Sonders il Frent is zoginfm eMen t,o.f, ,e gnoSs ,e is notH

x don4t reueuber anv ol itm qaw savsH
-o u.c, is s.ddenyv foinf on in ,is ,eadH j,at ,e ,ad been in a coua lor a yonf tiue 

,ad daSned on ,iu bv noSm b.t a ,.ndred vears& A cent.rv&
x Sas sicgm savs qawm x Sas sicgm rif,t& x Sas foinf to die anvSav&
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;es qawm vo. Sere inc.rabyv iyyH
Frent cyicgs ,is tonf.e and asgs lor a n.ubered hyeH j,e uirror b.iyt into t,e Sayy 

noS s.ddenyv s,oSs a I,otoH qaw sees ,iuseylm b.t not as belorem S,en t,e uirror Sas 
stiyy z.st a uirrorm not t,e tired ,ead Sit, conl.sed eves and t,e saffinf laciay sginH xt2s 
a I,oto in S,ic, ,e is suiyinf broadyvm Sit, a bif ,ead ol ,air and a ,eayt,v coyo.r in 
,is suoot, c,eegsH At yeastm il ,e is indeed t,e uan in t,at I,otoH 1elore ,e can sIeagm 
Frent cyicgs ,is tonf.e and a second I,oto aIIears on t,e screenH qaw yoogs intentyv at 
t,e IeoIye in itH j,ev are barelootm t,e beac, is brif,t S,item t,e sgv a cyear by.eH ke sees 
tSo c,iydrenm one a firy and one a bov S,o yoogs a bit yige -iuonH A fr.uIv uan in t,e 
uiddyem t,at u.st be ,iuH Jewt to ,iu is a Souanm ,is Sile& ;es t,at u.st be ,is Silem a 
yot vo.nfer t,an ,iu and bea.til.ym Merv bea.til.ym Sit, c.ryv ,airm a Iro.d yoog in ,er 
eves and a broad suiye aro.nd ,er yiIsH

j,at4s Yeyicem qaw savs sIontaneo.syvH ke doesn4t reayyv gnoS S,ere t,e naue caue 
lrouH xt4s z.st t,ere ayy ol a s.ddenH

Yeyicem vesm s,e2s uv SileH xs t,is a Iict.re lrou a ,.ndred vears afo& And t,ose 
c,iydrenH Faan and -aum ,e s.ddenyv gnoSs and ,e sIeags t,eir naues ayo.dH Faan and 
-auH

ke dares not asg il t,ev2re ayy deadH
UGU

j,e n.rse I.s,es ,iu o.t ol t,e ,osIitayH xn an oyd'las,ioned S,eeyc,air Sit,o.t a 
uotorm zovsticg or anv ot,er uodern additionsH …,en t,ev stoI ,e fets .I beca.se ,e can 
Sayg on ,is oSnm ,e ,as trained ,is yefs Miforo.syv in recent Seegsm as Seyy as t,e rest ol ,is 
u.scyesm carel.yyvm one bv onem fro.I bv fro.IH -oue ,airs ,aMe tentatiMeyv ret.rned to 
,is ,eadH j,e Lyastic jec, deIartuent ,as ayreadv tif,tened t,e saffinf sgin aro.nd ,is 
,ead and bodv ’.ite a bitH j,ev2Me ayso tingered Sit, ,is brainH j,ev boubarded ,is yittye 
frev ceyys Sit, eyectric I.yses on ,is sg.yym yif,t and so.nd SaMes and endyess ewercisesH ke 
started reueuberinf uore and uore oMer t,e Iast tSo uont,sH kis Iosts fot ,if,erm ,is 
circyes biffer and S,at Sas in t,eu becaue cyearerH

xt2s yige ,aMinf reMerse deuentiam ,e ,ad toyd FrentH xn ordinarv deuentiam vo. hrst 
yose vo.r s,ort'teru ueuorvm t,en vo.r yonf'teru ueuorv lades aSav .ntiy hnayyv vo. 
can4t reueuber t,e naues ol vo.r oSn c,iydren anvuore and vo. syoSyv sing into totay 
obyiMion belore t.rninf into a MefetabyeH
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…it, uem it Sent t,e ot,er Sav aro.ndH x Soge .I a Mefetabyem x seeued to ,aMe no 
Iast at ayym b.t uv ueuorv frad.ayyv fot better and betterH xn tinv steIsm uore and uore 
ueuories lrou yonfer and yonfer afo ret.rnedm so noS x eMen reueuber t,e naues ol 
uv c,iydren and frandc,iydren afainH

A Me,icye syoSyv aIIroac,es t,e entrance ol t,e ,osIitaym it4s a siuIye t,infm z.st a basic 
lraue on S,eeys Sit, an oIen cabin Sit, an oIen cabin at t,e bacgm coMered bv a suayy 
rool to IroMide s,eyter lrou t,e rainH j,e cabin ,as siw seatsH

xt soue,oS reuinds qaw ol a s,.ttye lor t,e eyderyv at au.seuent Iargs or c,eaI 
airIortsm b.t Sit, bif S,eeys and Ioor desifnH xt ,as no aerodvnauic yines S,atsoeMerm 
b.t t,ev So.yd serMe no I.rIose anvSavm fiMen t,e Me,icye4s Iat,etic IaceH qaw notices 
t,at t,ere is no one be,ind t,e S,eey8 indeedm t,ere is no steerinf S,eeyH AJc,am -iuon4s 
Silem sits in t,e bacgH ke SaMes ewcitedyv at ,er8 s,e z.uIs o.t ol t,e car belore it ,as l.yyv 
stoIIedH j,e Me,icye seeuinfyv obzects to t,is and Moices soue saletv concernsm b.t s,e 
r.ns toSards ,ium SraIs ,er arus aro.nd ,iu and ,.fs ,iu tif,tyvH

9oue ,ere qawm fiMe ue a bif ,.fm s,e ewcyaiusH xt4s hnayyv ayyoSedm no uore feruo'
I,obic ,osIitay Iatroy to stoI .s noSH

AJc,a is ,ayl a ,ead tayyer t,an ,e is and ,as a l.yy uane ol darg c.rysH ker brif,t by.e 
eves don4t reayyv uatc, ,er oyiMe sgin and t,e Jort, Alrican leat.res in ,er aIIearanceH

qaw yoogs .I at ,er a yittye ,eyIyessyv at hrstm t,en lrees ,iuseyl lrou ,er hru ,oyd and 
SraIs ,is arus aro.nd ,erH ke leeys t,e Sarut, ol ,er bodv t,ro.f, t,e c.rio.s labric ol 
t,e s.it s,e2s Searinfm ,er uoist breat, on ,is necg alter s,e I.ts ,er c,in on ,is s,o.yderm 
eMen t,e beatinf ol ,er ,eartH A Sonderl.y sensationm t,e best ,e4s ,ad since Saginf lrou 
,is couaH ke Sants to sav t,at ,e co.yd stand t,ere yige t,at lor anot,er ,.ndred vears 
b.t recgons t,at s.c, a reuarg uif,t so.nd a bit odd couinf lrou ,iuH

j,e car didn4t Sait lor t,eu and Sent on its Sav to its newt carfoH qaw aIoyofiBes lor 
,oydinf ,er lor so yonfm AJc,a s,r.fs ,er s,o.yders c,eerl.yyvH -,e Iresses ,er ear lor a 
uouentm qaw sees one ol t,ose deMices t,erem suayy and eyefantH ke ,ad to fet one as Seyym 
t,ev ,ad ewIyained to ,iu in t,e ,osIitaym beca.se t,at4s ,oS eMervone couu.nicates 
t,ese davsm and Sit, t,ose artyentim t,ose yenses t,at Irozect annovinf tewts into t,e corners 
ol ,is evesH

qaw ,ad asged lor a uobiye I,onem b.t eMervone ,ad ya.f,ed ,eartiyv at t,atH
AJc,a .tters t,e Sord 4tawi4 and anot,er one is ayreadv aIIroac,infH xt4s an eMen .fyier 

uodey in a hre'enfine'red    and Sit, syidinf doors t,at oIen a.touaticayyvH j,ev tage 
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a seat in t,e bacg and AJc,a uentions an addressH j,e doors cyose and t,e Me,icye starts 
uoMinfH

ke yoogs o.t ol t,e SindoS at t,e citv S,ere ,e yast toog a tawi to t,e airIort a ,.ndred 
vears afoH j,ro.f, t,e oIen SindoSm ,e yistens to t,e so.nds ol t,e citvH ke ,ears t,e 
S,isIerinf ol S,eeys oMer t,e road s.rlace t,at ,as a stranfe s,eenH xt4s cyearyv not asI,ayt8 
,e doesn4t recofniBe itH A s,iI4s ,orn in t,e distanceH j,e r.styinf ol trees and soue 
ya.f,ter lrou IeoIye Iassinf bv on t,e IaMeuentH :t,erSisem it4s Irettv ’.ietH

xt .sed to be croSded ,ere ayy t,e tiueH …,ere ,aMe ayy t,ose IeoIye fone& ,e asgsH AJc,a 
Satc,es siyentyvH

j,ere are stiyy soue ,o.ses lrou ,is tiue b.t t,ere are uanv faIs in betSeen t,e 
b.iydinfsm Sit, fardensm Iargs and trees to hyy t,e oIen sIacesH j,e neS ,o.ses are uade 
ol a uateriay .ngnoSn to qawH AJc,a teyys ,iu S,at it4s cayyedm souet,inf Sit, Irintinfm 
b.t it doesn4t uean anvt,inf to ,iuH ke ayso sees a yot ol Sood and fyassm tayy b.iydinfs 
Sit, terraces .I to t,e Ient,o.sesH …aygersm cvcyists and uore tawis cayuyv syide Iast eac, 
ot,erH j,e air is cyeanm t,e s.n s,ininf brif,tyvH j,e Iace seeus syoSer t,an it .sed to bem 
bacg in t,e dav eMervt,inf ,ad to be done laster and laster ayy t,e tiueH xn betSeen t,e 
traIcm ,e sees t,e reuains ol S,at ,is citv Sas onceH jayy uansionsm t,e odd c,.rc, ,ere 
and t,erem conMerted into aIartuent b.iydinfs Sit, SindoSs be,ind S,ic, ,e can see 
daiyv yileH j,e iron fatem a Sorg ol art ,if,yif,tinf t,e sIot S,ere a citv fate once stoodm 
stiyy yoogs Seyy uaintainedH

As does t,e toSn ,ayy t,ev driMe Iastm a s’.at b.iydinf in bea.w'arts'stvye Sit, neo'Po'
uanes’.e inT.encesH ke s.ddenyv reueubers standinf on t,e IaMeuent t,ere alter a 
siuIye Seddinf cereuonv Sit, YeyiceH ke tries ,ard to reueuber ,oS yonf afo t,at SasH 
qarried RK3 vearsm t,at so.nds biBarreH

j,ev disaIIear into a t.nney and t,e interior yif,t Tas,es onH And& …,at do vo. 
t,ing& AJc,a Sants to gnoSH

…eyym S,at can x savm qaw reIyiesm it ayy yoogs ’.ite yoficaym t,o.f, it4s craBv t,at ,ayl t,e 
citv ,as been deuoyis,ed noSm so u.c, freenH ;o. .sed to ,aMe to yoog Merv ,ard to hnd 
a Iatc, ol frassm and S,en vo. lo.nd onem it Sas .s.ayyv coMered in dof s,itH j,e fardens 
Sere ayy coMered Sit, towic soiym so not,inf u.c, freS t,ereH :n t,e ot,er ,andm it doesn4t 
yoog Merv uodernm arc,itect.rayyv sIeaginfH L.ite a scraIIv uessH

AJc,a suiyesH
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j,ere ,as been a yot ol innoMation in arc,itect.re and .rban deMeyoIuentm s,e savsm 
b.t t,en eMervt,inf Sas reMersed and alter t,atm it Sent bacg and lort, and t,en bacg 
afainH 1.t soue gind ol bayance Sas ac,ieMed eMent.ayyvH

…,en t,ev ewit t,e t.nneym t,ev2re ayuost iuuediateyv in lront ol a Sood and fyass 
b.iydinf at yeast E3 storevs ,if,H xt4s s.rro.nded bv a Iarg and a Side riMer ToSs Iast 
be,ind itH j,e b.iydinf rises .I in steIsm Sit, bayconies s,oSinf yots ol freenervH Jo 
SaMinf trees or orderyv Iyantsm b.t uessvm bayconv'siBed ayyotuentsH

j,is is S,ere vo.2yy yiMe lor noSm AJc,a savs as t,e car coues to a ,aytH Vntiy Se hnd 
vo. souet,inf eyseH

UGU
OMen belore qaw and AJc,a reac, t,e lront doorm it4s oIened bv -iuonH ke syaIs 

,is ,and on ,is ,eart in freetinf and tages a steI bacgH qaw tages t,ree steIs lorSardm 
eubraces -iuon and Iresses ,iu hruyv afainst ,iuH -iuon str.ffyes lor a uouentH

qaw enzovs t,e to.c, afainm t,e eubracem t,e tSo bodies afainst eac, ot,erm t,e 
Sarut, radiatinf betSeenH xt4s oMerm ayy t,at coydnessm Sit, t,ose doctors and n.rses in 
t,eir S,ite oMerayysm t,eir r.bber fyoMes and s.rficay uasgsH …,en ,e yets fo ol -iuonm ,is 
freat'freat'frandson sif,s Sit, reyielH

Yeyicem 6randIa qaw is ,erem -iuon cayys o.tH
qaw4s t,o.f,ts iuuediateyv start to stravH As il ,e lorfot lor a uouent t,at ,is 

s.Ier'frandc,iyd Sas naued alter ,is Sile YeyiceH j,e I,otos t,at Frent s,oSed ,iu 
t,aSed Iart ol ,is lroBen ueuorvH xn eMerv Iict.re ,e saS t,e bea.tv ol ,is Silem S,o 
ew.ded s.c, Sarut,m t,e darg eves t,at aySavs toyd a sIeciay storvH xt ,ad leyt so lauiyiar 
and s,e ,ad seeued so cyoseH

j,e c,iydren re’.ired uore eportH ke Iatientyv yooged at t,e leS iuafes t,at ,ad 
aIIarentyv been IreserMedH A birt,davm a ,oyidav I,otoH xt ayy reuained distantm lar aSavm 
b.ried bv tiueH

Yeyicem coue freet 6randIa qawm noSD -iuon s,o.ts afainH
Alter soue uoIinf abo.t t,e 6randIa qaw tityem ,e ,ad decided ,e co.yd yiMe Sit, itH 

j,e frandIa'to't,e'uawH qawiu.u oydH At yeast t,at Sav t,ev co.yd ayso be done Sit, 
ayy t,at freat'freat'frand'b.siness and t,e t,irdm lo.rt,m hlt, feneration con.ndr.usH xn 
lactm ,e reayyv is t,eir Iriuay frandlat,erH

-iuon cayys o.t to Yeyice a leS uore tiuesH j,en ,e Saygs to ,er rooum annovedm and 
syides oIen t,e doorm standinf broadyv in t,e oIeninfH
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